Far from his Robin
Hood days, Michael
Praed is not exactly
sure that life has
changed.
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wchael Pracd. the "inmscent™ and

vulnerable Robin of Sherwood

Forest, has chamged. 11's mot just
that ks haor s shorer, ibs just that by the
third day of the Yisions "92 convention, he's
no lopger Blasé or even parbcularly polite
when the fact s pointed ot 1o him, My
hair,” he savs somewhat sharply, “is a Tonbe
shorfer—as @veryonie constantly remimds
me,”

thui as b odher changes since 5 TARLOCG
last amterviewed him (#126), he xhrllg'\i_ bl
mean. hopefully one has changed for the
berter. My Iriends could probably answer
that mawe succingtly for you than | possitdy
could. | don't know that there has been any
drasie change,”

He's cemainly much more straighifor-
wird in answenng guestions, “Acting is a
crock,” be says blandly. “li"s somcthing tha
peoqee Jearn. and ol oo walch enough of the
rght peogle—or even the wrong people—
voul curtt leann.”

Praed hadd some leaming 1o do os his ca-
resr began. In an early performeasee in the
musical Crentyped!, ¥l played Jesus——very
badly—as | recall one of the reviews said
sommelhing Nke. “The discipdes ane a bunch of
Muppets and Michael Proed os Jesus hesds
the cast as Kermit.' Most exirsordinary ne-
view |'ve ever read. 10 was an absoluely
dreadid production. We were all, 10 5 man,
absoluscly dreadful,” he mses,

Forest Frenzy

Loy, as am actor, he fmds himself clns-
sified as a leading man, although he says
with a langh, “I"m ol sure ["m a “young”
lesding mun anymore!™ 1i°s o form of ype-
casting he finds essential in ihe acting Busi-
fiess becauwse “i makes the job of casting
much easier, [ 5o .|I|h|1u5h| ihe i-,.:._-_-: pans—
the: comiv or the character pars—are oflen
more inkeresting 1o play, s acually guite
dailficaltl o do leading parts because leading
men alwmys win, they always gen the gie,”

It would seein that “geiting the girl”
woukd come easy 1o him, bt Pracd podms
oul that his early schooling experience
micart taat Be haxl s condact with girla umkil
age |6 when “there were 30 boys and 106
girls and ewvery guy there [was| hsoking o
ihese girls and putting them on a pedesial.
{Which isn't & bad place for 8 woman o be
par. | ademan. ) Mevertheless, after so many
years of putiing women on & pedestal, when
Vil -\.|-\.'|I|J|]:l Ml wiorsei Tor he Dirst time
s a wery diflicualt thing! I made o series of
.'.Jf:rﬂrl'uljlﬁ.'l misfakes.” he BAVE ||_||_'|u||_l.







