Far from his Robin
Hood days, Michael
Praed is not exactly
sure that life has
changed.

By JEAN AIREY
]

wchael Pracd. the "inmscent™ and

vulnerable Robin of Sherwood

Forest, has chamged. 11's mot just
that ks haor s shorer, ibs just that by the
third day of the Yisions "92 convention, he's
no lopger Blasé or even parbcularly polite
when the fact s pointed ot 1o him, My
hair,” he savs somewhat sharply, “is a Tonbe
shorfer—as @veryonie constantly remimds
me,”

thui as b odher changes since 5 TARLOCG
last amterviewed him (#126), he xhrllg'\i_ bl
mean. hopefully one has changed for the
berter. My Iriends could probably answer
that mawe succingtly for you than | possitdy
could. | don't know that there has been any
drasie change,”

He's cemainly much more straighifor-
wird in answenng guestions, “Acting is a
crock,” be says blandly. “li"s somcthing tha
peoqee Jearn. and ol oo walch enough of the
rght peogle—or even the wrong people—
voul curtt leann.”

Praed hadd some leaming 1o do os his ca-
resr began. In an early performeasee in the
musical Crentyped!, ¥l played Jesus——very
badly—as | recall one of the reviews said
sommelhing Nke. “The discipdes ane a bunch of
Muppets and Michael Proed os Jesus hesds
the cast as Kermit.' Most exirsordinary ne-
view |'ve ever read. 10 was an absoluely
dreadid production. We were all, 10 5 man,
absoluscly dreadful,” he mses,

Forest Frenzy

Loy, as am actor, he fmds himself clns-
sified as a leading man, although he says
with a langh, “I"m ol sure ["m a “young”
lesding mun anymore!™ 1i°s o form of ype-
casting he finds essential in ihe acting Busi-
fiess becauwse “i makes the job of casting
much easier, [ 5o .|I|h|1u5h| ihe i-,.:._-_-: pans—
the: comiv or the character pars—are oflen
more inkeresting 1o play, s acually guite
dailficaltl o do leading parts because leading
men alwmys win, they always gen the gie,”

It would seein that “geiting the girl”
woukd come easy 1o him, bt Pracd podms
oul that his early schooling experience
micart taat Be haxl s condact with girla umkil
age |6 when “there were 30 boys and 106
girls and ewvery guy there [was| hsoking o
ihese girls and putting them on a pedesial.
{Which isn't & bad place for 8 woman o be
par. | ademan. ) Mevertheless, after so many
years of putiing women on & pedestal, when
Vil -\.|-\.'|I|J|]:l Ml wiorsei Tor he Dirst time
s a wery diflicualt thing! I made o series of
.'.Jf:rﬂrl'uljlﬁ.'l misfakes.” he BAVE ||_||_'|u||_l.
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“But 1 think I've worked it our now—
inasmuch as one is ahle 1© work these things
our.”

Working things cul wih the opposile sex
tamed into 8 challenge, as Praed had o do a
mude soEne as a vampire i Son of Darkmess.
The director obd him, “We'll put you on the
bl sl the Fest s up to o, Pracd waeebed
Hawdy Hecar, amd nobiced that the love wenes
were very strongly choreographed, which,
he believes, “makes 1 aboul the choreogra-
ph:.- rather thon the lovemaking.” So he
wiorked with his co-star and choneogra plaed
the scene. It was rather like a hive-year ol
“Mow you put vour hand here and | put my
hamd there.” ™ They worked lor three weeks
preparing for the scene. and on the night of
filming, the director senl them a lasge bowle
of wine, “Npw,” he says eamesily, I don’t
believe in drinking while I'm working, bt
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we pobishsed ol that bl amd another ne.”
He pauses, “It ook the ;‘x'}"l_‘ ofl.™”

Forest Fantasy

Hix Riofum of $heraood adveniomes Laughi
him muny things that he has camied into his
present career, An early conversatkon with
Richard "Kip™ Carpeintes (STARLOEG #1501 ),
the seres” wrnler and crealor, prompbed his
acknowledgement of how characiers ane re-
ally croaved.

“Evervthing comes from the scripr,” he
says emphatically. “That's the sueming place
I reasd as much as 1 couldd abowt the ||.‘!j\'|1|_‘|x
[of Bahin Hood)]. | read aboui the ||i:‘-|.|:ll:\l-
because when 1 read the weripl, I realized
hovw much mysticism and I'|'.i||__li|_' WO ;_lning
i0 be inviodvied. Thart thought kad pever even
crossed my manl. | pust thowght it was gr-ing
ta be like Errol Flynn,

“Kip explaned 1o me that forests were
VETY |‘|i|l'|;|'_'|_'nll.lx places. Une ol the reasons
ey were so leansd 15 thal people would
walk into them and pet compledely lost and
Tl come oul so. ihey wene veewed as a

He may have done 8 bil of riding on Rodin
of Sherwood, but Michael Pracd was in for
& few hooved surprises whila timing
Riders.

place with dark spiris and dark (onces!
Where the truth of it was that it was a place
vou g kol i | dsdn 't wawr 0o e D0 many
ather people [as Robim Hood inoother Films).
Apant from reading some of the history, 1
just followed the scripr. Geel the script rghl.
because if vou arrive on the set and the
scene isn't right of the strecture isn't right,
them it's tor late.”

For Praed, one thing that wasn't righi
abowat Radin of Sherwoosd was his codame.

[ didnt dio anything 1o my costume to make

it it my characier, 0 evhance: my charactet
Bui I did many ihings 10 my cosiume to
miake o fin my body a lngke beter, My cos-
tume for Rohin Hood was essentially a green
skir-like thing which came down 10 my
knees, The trousers were fashioned very
by and | had these boots,” he shudders
“When | had the whole thing on. | looked
like @ tend. ["'m o the biggest guy in the
world. ' Bl like Amold Schwar-
TENSEEer 1 had 8o ot it s i come wp hagher,
ail take i the Back 5ot fic my body a links
bedter,”™

Ahlerations didn't make everyone on the
prodwctiion happy. “Lynmneie Commimgs, s
CosiEme dckigrn_'r_ b 0 TiE, hecaese essen
nally I was taking a pair of scissors bo her
cresdion! She dicn™t really understand at the
rime that her costume looked very good on
paper, but on me it locked hke nothing!
That's an imergsting problem when it hap-
P, Because v gl presenbed wih some-
thing and wou wani 1o change it in some
wiy, The problem was that Lynnetz
couldn't divorce the fact thar 1 liked her

“Hopefully, one has changed Tor the bet-
ter,” Praed remarks as to the years afier
Rabin of Sherwood




costume, bul needed 10 change it She
thought | was amacking her cosiume—we
hasd a il of o difficull lime. As aclors. it's
wery imporiant g Feel good 11 you Feel
uncomloriable, you just are uncomfarcable

] YIHI TE WBATING -.||I'||'.'|'|i|'|;' Wil don’t thank
& flateering 10 you, you don't feel as goaod

S0 it was waniry, really.” he grins. “She was
forever designing things for me that T el
didnt really look !!llll.f '|'|'.'.':. weere hormible™

Forest Fancy

In ||||:|||;? Reahin of Sherwond, Praad aol
Il mucked up in what be refers o as “ihe
mid sceme. It was shol by the sicle ol & fven
that was enfested siath mosguiboes and things
thiat liwe in the mocd. 11 bk all day 1o shoo
that sequence. We ool 11 get cleaned up.
w just had 1o dive back n, YWhen you re up
Ly your Knees in mud, you can’t move. L

whs lerribly silly. | was iwo feel away Irom
Giaburme [Rober Addie] and 1 couldn't hat
him! Then, the labs made a mistake and de
apppved gl the mad stwlT, s we had 10 redo
it! Then alterwards. | had o swam like bell, 1
iriced pnd 1 couldn’t, because the cosume
was weighted down with mud, My strengih
fniled and T could only call for help very
wisakly. | was going under when a stuniman
came and rescued me. There's a lesson
ithere: -'I.I'\.l\.;|:.x b swre cheere are stund and
salely 1:'|||'\l||.' HroLm.

Al EXPETREMCE W ith thee dangers 4l acisom
ey ——as wWiEll as i |'|_|||-'\-\.||.|L|'|| Cos
e on Ko of Shenaood-—wias ccliocd i
Pras=d 5 recent work o Biders, o mini-series

reCied "l:. et Daeweralios VELCran
Crabrielle Beawmon

Starting into Riders, Pracd knew he
rglal Be Facing a prohdem with some of Dhe
riding sexuences. 1 bad done a bit of riding
of Belvin and you 'l mdice when | nde, 1 ve
ced here.” He maxtions 1o
where the smpdedlehorh would be il e were
Mo Tor any Freudian reason-—|"m

hodding on fo the saddle cause 1 really don'y
know what ["'m doing on the horse. 11 didn
really mater, though; Robin might not have
PBEEm d very |'--|-.| ricler,” he |i|.|:.'|"\-

~Kiders was a compbeiely differend kedtle
ol fishe They had the English armiy irain as

I's actually quite difficull 1o do leading parts because leading men always win, they
always get the girl,” Prasd notes. In this case, that's Judi Trott.

they 're used e They 1es0 you, get tared amd
fed wp, and don't wand to play. Mow, the
riding part | can do, but the jumping par
fills me with trepidation

“I'm holding on to the saddle 'cause | really
don't know what I'm doing on the horse.”

i jumap hiorses, The problem was alter you
shool o [5-howr day, the last thing you wani
te do is o b & stable and jump. The whols
weries ook thice o four months o shoot
and we did the bulk of the pumping scenes in
Frapce at the end, Amnd we wernz all I|.'_'||:\I-
tired, coupl
ally quite poi the knack of jumping. Biding
LS -\..\_'|:. |\:_|l_'| il s e -||I":Il"'|!|||'|:' | Wil

«d with the fact that | never re-

ly good at, 1 dely anyone b becon:

|||I«.|.,l||:':. Faimikisrn with thess benpsis; the b re
bag, they re unpreciciabde. TThay e 1augi m
A CCEram Wiy, .|:||| I|=l\. :. |I|\|.' _-.l". I3 l\.l.‘ll-l\.'
them im & certam Wy [ i “l-\.ll." wilal

“In -\.|||||.||l|-__. vkl i this pressune ol
time. il my horses on thas damn fhang were
jmxed. "l.'I_.. MERIN (UM PINE Forses g ungd hin
sedf on the boal over 1o Framce—aot Bad, Dot
hie weas ogin of moy s Wy siunt dowhle g

appemdiciis. hve of my other borses did

SCHTIEEIRN A [ R1Es shim amidl hie was oul ol &

tom. So i left me, an ieapersenced rider
havimg 10 junmp borses | had never seen

& popular convenilon guesi, Praed is also
supportive of his fan club. “l's encourag-
ing to me to know that there's a group of
peaple [here.”
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"I'mnotsurel'ma
‘young' leading man
anymore!”

BT e A ]

Praed insisied than an ambulopnce and
medical staff be prewent during the jumping
spfquenCes. Lo bea.

There wis o sequence we were [ilming
r|l__l||'_ &l the shodd s end. I was 8 very imipsee-
tanl sequence, and the horse had jumped a1l
|_|;|_l._ amd e was renlly tired. By the time |
had 10 get on hiom, e had had enough and
wis fed up. | pod on him and couldn’t get
i 1 jump. S0, the suniman |
aroundd and he was feme, and [oo
around .\,-_|I.L| I Wis gErgat "."n.“ thezre was o
hair i the gate |a lechmcal proflem with the
cameral. =0 1 had 1o o aAgaEn And the howrse
hal & proflem when 0 jumpsed. O ohe Lasi
jump, [ set him ap OFE, bt when be jamped.
e |'.,';||':\. ||_||'||;!|_'-| to the might. He realized
that, so be did & mapor keit hand jab and |
wienl over the side and unforiunately caught

my foal in the stirmap, and [ was dragged fo

Praed originally thought Robin of
Sherwood “was going o be like Errol
Flynin" wndil he read wp on the hano.

Well remembered lor his Hooded days,
Praed has successfully mowed on 1o afher
endegvaors,

i bat and got ot ug”

His pre-planning wasn't completely su
“The smbulance vas thene, bul ihe
French paramedics weren't.” He laid in a
trailer for 45 minutes. He savs grimly. ©|
think they got o froable because of that
They hadl to 1ake ma 0 tha hospial for a
|_|_||_||'|||_' of davs to make sure | hadn dose
anylbhing neakly stupid. Then, | had o get o
of the hospital and jumg horses again. ™

Forest Fandom

He has found over the vears that most
fans are pleasant o meel amd falk o
"Pamicularly my fan club, They give a lat,
and tuey deive a great oy oul of what vou
diy, which is very pleasing. IU's mce
abile 1o meel fans face 1o face and get by
knowe them a limtle bl 'S sarprigakg neally
that there are other people wha really oo
abmi wial you're golng e do. 18°s encour-
aging o me o know that there's 2 group ol
peopie there.

Praed says this despate the el thal o
alf fan coniacl has been pleasand. Nl has
beeen o proddem Tor me a Tew imes. 115 very
frighiening when it geds compleiely oul ol

cessful

el i

hard, bul bopefully those were really iso
ated incikdents. There's o differencs belwoen
i fam ard -||||'|||_-|~|,||_|:| whio stalks vou, When
wiou siarl receiving letbers |im whech)] instiead
af wishing vou all the besl, they wish youw all
the worsl g many colortol ways—sure, vou
can siart 1o hear things in the night, but one
has Lo pal 11 10 perapative.

There has been talk over the last few
wiars abow e i liny o |_|||IIIF Anothner
Would Prasd be
ivierested in Trevivine™ the roleT He smiles,
11 wondd all depend on whal the scripl was
like, We tried 10 get it |made], Everyone
wanted 10 do ancther Bedin, but i all cams
diowmn o Fimance=<you know il's lemibly ex
pensive. There's a problem becanse | died in
the last one,” he Taughs, “s0 something
ool ld bave o be done there, | woialed have b
b presented with the scnpe. dUs an inErgu-
ther one, Whether it soukd
any goixd of nol, who Epows! Amd one
might happen, but it revalves anoumd
e buscks. ™

With a revival of Bofin of Shervweoood
Pracd's future plans are

Robin of Sherwongd series

i|_||_'.| [ do s

||.|:\. |

|,|,|q_"\=|||||'.,|h|-;
cqually in dould. He shakes his head nac-
fully

“1t's impossible o plan for life inoan
£ canser. 1o Just dontn knos
might be dodng in two vears” 1

Wi
might he doing nothing or you might be
winming an Academy Award, 1 don’t like w0
think lar abead, targely Decause i
doesn’t moke any sense. I the reality ol
what 5 happe g IS far shorm of what Vi
wanl 10 be doing. thenin fac1 you'ne sEDng
srself up Tor failare,™
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Wilh successiul appearances in musicals
Corapsel, Aspects of Love) as well as film,
'V and even a music video, Michasl Praed

certamiy sesems sel For swocess



