bin of
erwoo

In the first of our new features celebrating the finest
television shows of our youth, Jayne Nelson salutes a
series that turned a medieval myth into ‘80s fantasy...

t's impossihle to remember Robin of

Sherwood cleatly. We mean that quate

literallv, too. Liberal use of coloured

filters, smoke machines and soft

focus lenses gave the series a woozy
dreamlike quality that occasionally
made you want to rub your cyes clean
]'-.';:r f:r'_'m m.:k'.n:; il ur',: 'ur 'r'ru- h.iILE_
crystal clarity of hi-def, however, these
hazy visuals still work a trear almost 25
years on. After all, this was supposed to
be the Robin Hood legend as seen
through vour mind's eye: a fantastical
realm of witches and wizards mingling
with the solid crossbows and chainmail
of Norman saldiers. Its nearcst parallel
is the Lord of the Rings trilogy: dirty

Ray Winstone’s depiction of
Will Scarlet as a rough and
tumble bully boy was one of
the best things on TV

fingernails and muddy boots existing in
the same universe as sorcerers and
monsters, That's what made it so
different. That's what made it 8o good.

Mo other adaptation of the legend has
even come close. Forget Kevin Costner's (Series Twa)
chubby hero in Robin Hood: Prince of
Thieves, or the green tights and derring-
do of Richard Greene or Errol Flynn.
Forget those countless Hollywood
retreads or the daft primetime
shensnigans of the BBC's current
Sherwood series.

In f2ct, forget every Robin Hood
{particularly the American ones who
always insist on calling themselves
“Robinhood”). This incarnation of

THE GREATEST ENEMY

Michael Praed™s parting story

do all 26 eplsodes

5 so far, with a

beautifully-shot finale that tugs
both bowstrings and heartstre
wWhen the Sheriff finally gets his
act together and ruthlessly hunts
down the outlaws,
has to make the ultimate sacrifice
({something Jason Connery’s
characler never ool round [o). We
defy you not to shed a tear.

Robin of Loxley
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; THE S‘Wﬂ RDS OF
WAYLA

: {(Series Twn}

: This two-part episode is a riot of

image d i from the

i TEITI‘f'yII'Il} Hounds of Lucifer
: attacking an innocent village

{actually men on horseback in
flamboyant, Terry Gilliam-esque
to the sight of Rula
% mad prigstess trying to
raise Lucifer in an abbey full of
crazed nuns. This was Saturday
teatime viewing, by the way

England's most famous outlaw will
probably never be hetrered

HIGHS AND LOWS

."'.|:||.){i'|l. s0 Robin of Sherwood had its
ups and downs - mostly towards the end
of the show's three-series run - but
ultimately it was a beavnfully emooive,
mystical adventure series. Putting aside
the excellent writing, moody
cinematography and haunting score, its
main strength lav in its cast. No other
Marion has ever managed to radiate
innocence, delicate charm and quicr
dignity like Judi Trott's flame-haired
muse. Clive Mantle's gruff Livtle John
was a prowling beast of a fighter with a

THE SHERIFF OF
NOTTINGHAM
(Saries Three)
Mat tha flashiest of episodes, true,
but a wandarful character study
from Mickolas Grace, After one 100
many blundaers, the Sheriff is
dismitsad and sent into Sherwood
Forest in rags, whare he's
promptly captured by Robin and
his marry mates. The Shaniff's
impassionsd speech about why he
harn all 5o much is the key
to the enlirg Séres
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Marion fiery red, Cotton's anmalistic
Owen was the bad guy the new KRobin
had to defeat in “"Herne's Son”, Cotton
gave It his all with this ferocious turn -
and 5o dicl Owen, who ended up impaked
under a portcullis {that's just gofta be

i kingl of phallic revenge)

Isn't Ehat the Haly
Grad prop fram
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Creator Richard Carpenter 1

| “We assumed we were Io do a fowrth | &
£ series and many loose ends would have |

l  been resolved, Gisburne would have

discovered that he was Robin’t hall .
N brother - thera would kave been mare
digseniion within the band. It -
possibie the Shaeriff would have oy
been replaced and Much e
murdered. Who knows ™™
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Almost a5 much
hair om his chest as
o his head.

Little John was a growling

beast of a fighter witha

heart so soft it must have. )
been stuffed with featfiers®, . . T

Camer

machinations of the church '|1|-.|'.'|-.i-\_'.| galore, and great gag reels: when vou
turther tension view them, one thing becomes clear
The serics was shot almost entirely on . Between the forgotten lines, horses

TRIVIA

* Heil Morrissay

was original h 3
& ngn location, much of it featuring farting and actors slipping over in
replace Michael countryside so beautiful that the mud, 1t's obvious how well
Pr bt Vil | vourself | ring he cast and crew worked
even told to "bulk you hind yourse Onging the cast and c
up” lor the role for the kind of nomadic _with cach other; how the
mh"::mh ond ik life Robin and his men B cntire enterprise ||.|.!
snagged it. lived. It's |||;i'h|w||"||._' to _ ? B that “family” feel that's
1 watch them | | lpok upon ﬂﬂb“‘ and I'm sure hecome such a cliché
:lhn-flinthc:lh gallivanting about in a UL UECRLLEC LRI TN in our cynical age, Mot
X i as being a wonderiully privileged time TR R
of office was SUMMer meadonw and 3 to have, [1t was an] atmosphere of | tor "|-|I|LII1'.: do all the
apparently made b i r "
from biscuits not feel jealous; but || dedication to storles and to character CENATE SR TE VR ER I E ]
hxtad goid . v . e and to making good television that 3 { felend y y
| Hpray-ga .?:.r then there are more L “people will enjoy, ratnor than just RIS CERLE
[fand stuck kog than enough scenes of o of having a job and earnin of a century on - they
with glue, 5 L

Y L i
aliving. really did become a band

of brothers. It's visible

when you watch the show,
tow: the series all bue
the great castles and palaces inhabited the earnest joy of those inva

them fighting for their
Wever st a nun lives in freczing rain to
redress the balance

Similarly, the stone interiors of

glows with

ed

their only foe, though, In fitting with by the rich look dark, damp and hleak In the long history of the legend of
the magical realism of the series, the {illed with greasy smoke from fires Robin Hood, Rohin of Sherwood is just
Rohins faced off with everything from Because of this location filming, there's one tiny footnote; a firefly retelling of a
wicked witches (“The Enchantment®) to an authenticity in Robin missing from tale that has already been
terrible, albeit suspiciously rubbery, the vast majority of television shows to told so many times. Don't
monsters [“Cromm Cruac”). Tt wasn't all — this day. Hell, Carpenter was such an take that to mean it's
fantasy: as a history butl ':'.I||,"I_'I'ITL'I ] cxpert on medieval times that he even MO TMporeant 1|1"l111.=1-
scripts were gratifvingly rich with made sure nobody in the series was cver lgnore the imposters
period colour. Some storics scen writing with their left hand; in the this is everythir
focused on such figures as  old days, that was frowned upon as a Robin Hood showld
King John or Richard sign of the Devil be... and more. SFX

the Lionheart, while

the Crusades and the h F.Ah'IL?I ﬁFF-ﬂJR

After the company funding it got inte
financial difficultics, Robin was
cancelled, after only three series, in
1986. Because there was no warning, the
final seript ended on a cliffhanger
something we've become only too used
to in this day and age. For years the
show was 'L\_'pl alive on wid
complicated contractual reasons, it
never aired again on terrestrial TV) but
it's only really blossomed since
hitting DV The extras on the

hox sets are CXICNSIVE, with

every main cast member

intervicwed and commentaries
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