Phoic- Btave Cook

= :ﬁ“lﬂ-nﬂf.i Robin of Sherwood

An Jnterview with Richard Carpenter

=, -|‘| i

SMCCELS, fﬂ.l'gﬁfé #M il

market, and pre-sold to the US, the 5

e hnm.fnnprnurp-mdurhurf = ‘r*:: -
values, American styled pacing and a heavy **N'"

dose of sword and sorcery. With its directars x

pﬂdﬂmmu rily ruﬂl’dﬁ'nm the arena of T,

Whard [:.1||,||_'1|||'| grarted his career a8 an acior,
'..l\.l.l'lu.inu 161 TEjeEriory anel |l'|i"\-"'lllll belore decid-
ing 1o branch out amd try his hand an writing. In
this venture he turned 0 elevision s TipeLing anid
was frrunate o recene endooiragement rom the
head of London Weekend Telbevision's children’s
Programmes. He was commiissioaed o wrile two
series ol Cafeeasle, a delighifully whimsical series concerming
& medieval magician tranaporied o maodem England which
wained ||||i1|i a cult following among children and aclulis
alike. After 26 episodes the series was dropped, but Carpen-
per wenl on b write amd creale many ol Bricain"s mwost
imaginative and popular TV dramas during the seventies,
including Black Reawdy, The Crhosts of Muottley Hall, Dick Turpin,
Smiugeler and The Baker Steeer Baws,

]hr" came the wdea bor a gerics hased on the |1".,,l Il\.l il
Rohin Hood. Carpenter takes wp the story: “lt came from
both myselland my partnes Paul Knight, who s the prodces
on Kobin o Shemwod. We've warked ogether on most ol my
sinff simce Hl'd-!‘. II?I"-'\-'“I'I-. a0 we e known 1o b+ a reliahle
bankable partnership. Black Bersfy was, internationally, the
most successful children’s TV programme ever made. YWe gol
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backing fromm Harlech Television, whe abo made Smugefer
andl ve loured chie necessary 1S, outlets. Sait Tk klv hecame
v w0t of avalanche. Larpenier wrode the whede of the firs
Iwo deres wii los own, wnd hie |".||i.|||||'|| the process belyimicl
has winting; *There are no new stories. Fyvery story that " es el
bt lnas already been mold, 195 ondv the way vou bell s
E'|'||p|-_' teivd 1o remember momienis rom what they wanel

something the characiers did. but anless thev are Gl badlfs
thev ean't recall the name of the Blm ar T piogramme. | iry
o el thoee of those “mosments” il cach .'|||-\....1.

Katin af Sheriend is imibesl with a ()| deal of mvslicesin
ATHE FTVELETY . Ui elemends PTEsSenT (i m h wil {',|||;.-'||'. s
work, but broaghe to the fore in Bobre: “1've alwavs been
imterested in maFic. Al miv work has etiher had e or we
T II.Ir'l'-ull e them because (FRET R ' wiriking |
WOILIET FI-'--|I|-I whis are inferested in that sort of iha g, I o™
thimk Kedbin Hood has ever had shai =l ghilyv eferie, mvslica
clement before. I vou read the o iginal hallads. thev st
cruche knockabowi siories. Hit ‘e on the head, beis al
swisrdplay alimnost like mumming plave. Robin Hood cets up
1 the mdsrming, meeis a e wivd has o hht, He kills ohi
shieriff, sticks his head ona |:."\-||' anel everyhady |_.|.|;|,|||-\,, Fonicl i
atory. When preople say ‘why didn’t vou use the orginal




stafies™, | say vou 6]l me an original atary? | suppose thes
mean more a0 the traditiog of tee Richard Greene series
vhich they did way back in the fifties, and which ran 1 st
& hundred and thirty episodes. They kept up an amazing
standard and had some very good actors in them, but they

weren'l original,” ‘

“Lhad to create a Robin for the eighties. |
couldn’t have a man who said *follow me men’
and they would just follow. He had to be brave yet
vulnerable, tough enough to live off the land . . .

The linichpin of the series is the enigmatic figure of Herme
The Huntér, whose appearances are briel bt highly imgusr-
tant i thee story's narrative. How had the Herne Ggure come
abowt?: “I'd always been interested in the Rohin Heoosd
theime, and I'd always sadd that if we were going 1o make it
really begemndary it had o have some element of e in it All
myths are usually abowut children whe goow up and discover
thit theyre really the King's som, and have to go through hell
and bullets before they can get their inheritanee, [ alwayvs saw
Robin as a yeoman, & man of the people, at least for the first
i senies, hat's how they describe him in the ballads: He
sy had some sort - of menior B} I.:IIil'JE'. amd 1'd read
smewhere else that Robin was the people’s Arthur, so |
decided he necded a Merlin fgure,

"I createdd Herne to 6ill that space, and 1 wamied a
clairictier who was a hii l.'l'|||iw:-r-al. e thiat vk weren' sure
whether he was human or whether he was divine, or indeed
who he was at all. Aflter the event it's very easy 1o i pose &
pattern of logic on your thinking that sounds very well
coicerved but isn't really true. All vou actually do is think
‘What can I do 10 Rebin Hood that's dilferent” - while ar the
same time keeping it justifiable. 1t°s fMashes of desperation
rather than Imspration.”

he juggling of such a large regular cast must have
proved & problem: “Well, with our casts we have two
problems. One is availahility — we can only use Philip

Jackson when he's free o do iy, and ar first Nickolas Grace
(whn plays the Sherifl of Nottingham) was a bit diffident 1060,

Lsually thasugh. they love appeanng in it, amd we've had
samkt enccllent guests, The mam problems is writing lairly for
the whuole cast. [1°s like the plate spinming act af {airs, where
vou have 1o run arcund and make sore all ihe plates are
spinming al the sane time, You v el 38 mimates in which o
tell & story, which is a luxuny reilly. The mistake thar i
mxake i you"ve been wsed 1o hali-hour forman like me & o
think that you've gol 10 inject a kd more story, Thar's
" !Ii.-l.||!. nof ihe case. Whar vou can do in an howr & 1
develap the cliaracters a bit fiore, in other words, use tiny
sk plots. 1 ery and pibe in three inteflinked stories in each
cpustdde. With the third series I"'m woo busy wiih iy A
progect 1o.do it all, soowe've F'""‘-““' i et wriners, tnclhuding
VEry voung, very cnthusiastic chap called Anthomy
Horowitz, who's aboat the only e that s laiched onte this
idea of developang the characterisation of e regulars in the
show, We had hundreds of storvlines in from other |J-|~::-|:||_'_

bart they were all about visiting characters, mot ouF resident
cast, All the outlaws did was b rum aboisr 5 bar anicd |;||-|-|||r;||-| i
bew action scenes. The stories weren't really abour them ot
even Robin, they were aboun the guest villain,

“ITvoui"re ina long-running series, and [ knosw because |
Woh IR THE, WOk ql'l rxireme |'| ||'|‘| I.Ié; |ust :-.r;||:|ji|'_|_- .|:||||||-|1
with a couple of Lines. You can’t understand whey, [T vou're
under contract, they' e not using vou, Sa [ deliberaiel Wriie
scripts with mainly the regulars in mind, and only a fews
other, smallish, parts. Nobody's complacent about the show,
althougl [ sull think there's dan awdial log wing with some of
it. I think that sometimes my endings are ton sudden, and 1

Far lefit: Ruls Lenska as Morgwyn of Ravensesr io “ The Swords of
Wayland". Above left and above: From the same episode, the Hounds of
Lucifer s the resurrected Baron de Belleawe (Anthany Valentine). Befaw:
Cuy of Gisburne (Robert Addie) and Nasir (Mark Ryan) lovked in bantle,
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develop only 10 cait of” [ think I can improve on thar, and the
actors feel they can improve themselves as well

verall, however '|::.IF|'||'r|'!|-| artFibutes much of the
O.‘\-I.tl.'tl.'H!-lll the shivw toins |.-||H_||_|. tiom: = | he first series

was all directed by Tan Sharp and it nearly killed him
||||illj: ATh rlliﬁlu?l' EVETY fwelve daws, Fle did i .\,|||‘|.-||-|_-l
':l‘IIIIIIAI'l. :"'-.Illkr.'lil'\:. 1" m ||_-|-_|.,.-| with Clannad's music. which
youl know won 8 BAFTA award. They'll he |l|.|||| i Fisine
I'II:|I|I-I--'- 0 Chanling than msirumentals in the rnext season
England. I'm also
delighted with Johnny Briggs' art direction. He takes a stope

I

courivard amd transforms it brilliantly, We used fo use a barn

al Bradlord-on-Avon for the interor ol Motimgham Casibe

b make it more evocaiive of Medieva

ared 1t was & very awkward shape. He built all these extra bits
into it and it looked great. Unfortunately we had o leave it
because the Department of the Environment, who owned it
were getting fed up as Glming prevented people from visiting
Une gripe [ had though, was that whenever Herne appeared,
it booked as thoaugh Sherwood Forest was on fipe!™

LCarpenter plots out all the action sequences in great detail
with the shoaw's stunt chief, Terry Walsh: “For instance. that
fight in the mud arose from me wanting 10 show the
frustration of two people who hate each other but, because of
the msd, are unable o hit each other. W ¢ gotb the absardioy of
the situation out of that too. After I've plotted the SEGuETES,
1 tell Terry 1o do what the hell he wants, and of course all aor
cast can handle themselvoes so it always looks good "

[he series re eivied a very goon] press and an excellent
rating when it was frst shown, bt then Michael Praed
anmounced he was beaving the show: “That was rather a large
prohilem. | gof this phone call from Paul {Knight| saving
we'd have o slop al the end ol the second series. but | said no
wav, i :"-1Il hael goes ihat’s up 1o Fami, bt we're e e
||'l' Farsd '\-|I|:'.;'|"\-Ii-||| Wk o LA A% s FXCLSE LD
resurrect kim in a mew body, bt | thowig bt that would ook
o vch ke Dhactsr e, Tt was too easy, o cop ol Surelv, |
Argu
of Bohin persisting Caoinig back 1w modern day gl la

rdd, the most important thing i the lepend and iradition

heroes ke Uhe Guevara Lherr |-||-|-|r claimy they e stll
5l Ping n the hills, they can't believe they e dbead. Samalar
Robin of Locksbey is killed, but the continwine is th
Herme the Hunier knosws there has b be 8 Bobin, so he
chonses anist e I I YEHUTEE ITEn Fs chonsrs 15 the son of the
Earl o F!.Ilillll'.:lhl:l wihich is ol arse the second Hobib
Heowod [ gend, which arose in Eliwabethan times IThe Bl
zahethans wldii't fece the idea of a here who was anly &
oEnrEeer you see! Bo Dve worked bhath |--,‘-|- wls in EIVEn

Michael a wonderfial exit, and now be's @ ol hes PEE n

fhynaihy
&*

“I've created a mythology, taking the legendary
figure of Herne, the horned god of the forest, who
‘chooses’ Robin to lead his band of men. I don’t
believe a Robin Hood ever existed, but was really
an amalgam of about twenty different men,
outlaws who were anti-establishment and lived
off their wits and petty thievery.”

#

1'd never SEOP AN L b leaving o shiw . and we didin't have
him under contract anvway, [ must say 11 shook us when he
said he was poing, but be gave us e AEFN WATTENE [OF me 1
wrILE id lints that bhe was goang todie belore the Lisn epdsode,
§ oy Geredend Eaemy, which was, in other words, death. Michael
had this rarher fey |!|..||"._ wherras our new % _|_|-.|||.
Lioiapery, 1% much more down o earth, However, Michael's
prescience will be rransferred 1o Maron, so that the myvstica
clement B retained withan the outlaw band

I his thirrel serves certainky PREHTIIEES Wi | wii 1 |||.| = IE% LS
Thky VE POLIONE, @ik oill O '|.||.I gl AW e ..:lll inoe b Eace
with the idealiam he has lost, and a groeseme linde soey
copcerinng the Blood Crame, “which'™ € irpenter explams, s
lake cock lagh LI, (il with aran b INEE, 4n idea | got Irom
L e Loy Hunter™ With production neaning completion there
185 Douind 1o be i jourth senes i che pedinee fol, although
wilh the T II:.;.I|_|.|-|||||..||| ey & lirst episcdde ax Kohert
Huntingdon all is oot well: “He goes back to Heme ai the
bemnnng ol the episode and sayve “Soaff i, mate. ['m oot
gmng to be Herne's son, ['ve gor other Gsh o fry", A whobe
WVEALD [rRRESEH and the outlaws QUErTed ATk themselves and
eveniually SRl o Mlarion and her father are |_._|:||..|:|'|‘| by
Puing ..I'::":' s0 thar her reputation as the Patty Hearst of

Sherwood Forest i all that remains, She doesn't Gl in bove



with the new Bobln an first, of course, and she only fiilliws
fim into the forest when T is wounded and really needs ber.
When she hears poople saying that Koban Hiocxd is back in
Sherwood Forest she geis extremely pissed ofl because he
knows he's six foot under. However, the poing is tha REohert
eifectively becomes Bobin while remaining himself, Robin is
aleg

1= i||.| HOTR&IL

il M B singbe peersom = lee 15 @ e sple and that is whan
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“Prople in medieval times believed in magic and
superstition, just as today’s kids readily accepi
the modern equivalent — technology which
produces robots, computers and lasers.”

\ 4

‘|ason has to prove huipaelf ad win them all back = Little
John from his farming. Will Scarlett from crime and 50 o0
Ihe opening episode is a sort of “Magnificens Sev en’, with
him re-uniting them, and 1 needed two hours o 1ell the story
These two-hour episodes which punciuate the senes were my
idea becase they are good openers, and kick off a senes well,
while also being a nioe length for viden release. Yom see, two
epiandes joined together are never =i atiractive, as they look
hike wlent ihey are, cashing o on something.”

With Robis of Skerwesd now an established success, Carpen-
i is moving on 10 new pastures, although he will stll be
heavily invalved i the development of the show. For the
futwre, he is planning an amhitious new science fantasy series
about Arthur and the sword in the stone with the hasic
premise of formulating some sc ientificvalidity for magic. The
|_.|..ir.; t will again investigale legends, and will rrqu:u-.a large
artay of special effects for the creation of dragons and similar
mythical creatures — henee the need . again for Amerscan
backing. Aside from this, Carpenter intends 0 wWrile & movic
wepaion ol his [Eran. and avounie work. (Carseacie, o W hach
he will begin work as soon as the rights to the o reverl T
luimm in !‘\I'_[|:|_'III.:H'| TUHS

Far left: (Middie) Marion and Robin are married before the enigmatic Heroe
ihe Humter; ( Batiom) Stand asd deliver! Locklesley and Co,, Ot [Laws,
Above: (LR, standing) Will Scarlet (Ray Winstonel, Liwle John (Clive
Mantle), Marion, Robin, Frisr Tuck (Phil Rose), Nasir; (Kneeling) Much aied
Edward the village elder (Jeremy Bullock). Below: The nefarious Sheriff of
.".El;rd'll'ﬂ_tfu:n [Miykealas Grace ).




